
District Councillors Reports 

Judith visited Milton C of E Primary School to talk to Years 4, 5 and 6 about how we can reduce our 

consumption of single use plastics and also improve the effectiveness of our recycling.  The pupils were 

enthusiastic and came up with some practical and realistic ideas on how we can all change our habits. They 

understood that this was too important to be left just to governments and businesses but that everybody had 

a very important role to play.  She will be getting in touch with local community groups and will contact 

Waterbeach Primary again to spread the message further. 

 

 Improving housing stock 
Judith and Hazel attended a briefing on Housing – improving the stock across South Cambridgeshire.  

There has been an underspend of the Disabled Facilities Grant over the past couple of years.  The rules for 

spending this money have now been widened so the funds can be used in a more preventative way, not 

simply on projects such as garage extensions, wet rooms and stairlifts, although these clearly help residents 

to continue living in their homes with a degree of independence, there hasn’t recently been sufficient 

uptake, so the money has been left unspent.  The grant can now also be allocated to better insulate homes 

and to make energy efficiencies to again support people living in their own homes lessening the risk of 

illness or social isolation by ensuring their homes are warm and comfortable.  Following the briefing Judith 

met with the Climate and Environment Officer to further discuss how this money could be targeted to assist 

low income households in targeted areas, one of which is the Sycamores and Rowans development in 

Milton.  A further meeting is planned for later this month to look at the most practical way of contacting 

these households and implementing the programme of improvements. 

 

Last Friday, 22nd March the Landbeach Tithe Barn lease from South Cambs DC was signed, although 

there is still the outstanding matter of the restrictive covenant.  This now means that the Tithe Barn Trust 

has a legal interest so they can apply for grants which will assist with their fundraising and with preserving 

this historic site for future generations, so good news indeed. 

 

Waterbeach New Town planning 
A further training date for SCDC planning committee members has been arranged for 28th March for 

Waterbeach New Town.  The morning sessions will focus on the RLW development covering Flood Risk, 

drainage and other technical matters, phasing and placemaking, whilst the afternoon will focus on Urban 

and Civic – Education and a viability update. 

South Cambs District Council proposes to resettle some Syrian refugee families 
The Cabinet at South Cambs is to vote next week on becoming part of the Home Office scheme to resettle 

refugees. We have wanted to sign up to the Home Office scheme for some years, and the Lib Dems put a 

motion on this to Council a couple of years ago – but the Conservative administration decided not to do 

this. There are a number of different schemes and we are proposing the Syrian refugee family scheme or 

the Vulnerable Childrens scheme which brings in children and their carers from Iran, Syria or Sudan. 

 

HIF bid approved 
In the Chancellor’s Spring Statement, he announced that the Cambridge HIF bid for around £200m to move 

the sewage works, has been confirmed at £227m after further joint work with the government. The 

consultation on the overall masterplan for Cambridge North East has just closed, and the planning process 

to create an Area Action Plan for the development will continue. In the meantime the process for deciding 

where the sewage works should be relocated to is yet to start. We were informed at a briefing that until the 

Works has been moved and remediated, no residential applications are likely to be approved. They have to 

be sure that the risk of odour from the Works is completely removed before people can live there. 

 

Amey appeal has been lodged 
We have received a letter informing us that Amey has appealed against the refusal of planning permission 

for the incinerator at the Waste Management Park in Landbeach.. 


